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MINISTER OPENS STORAGE EXTENSION 

 

Minister Stephen Cadiz (center) cuts the ribbon with (from left) -
Commissioner Patricia Herry, Ag CEO Trudy Gill-Conlon, Ag 
GM/CEO Sharon Mark and Deputy Chairman Suresh Gangapersad 

The Minister of Transport, the Honourable Stephen 

Cadiz, was the feature speaker on Friday 18th October at 

the opening of the full container storage extension 

(formerly the Shed 9 area) at the Port of Port of Spain. 

In his address the Minister said the new facility is 

capable of increasing capacity by 100,000 TEU's 

annually (which translates to increased revenue of over 

$100M/yr). He spoke confidently about the return on 

investment of this project as well as the importance of 

reducing the cost of trade, to the benefit of the nation. 

The project which began in 2010 was completed in 

September 2013, on time and within budget, at a cost 

of $47 million. If dwell time is reduced to four days for 

imports, this extension will allow the Port of Port of 

Spain to increase its capacity by approximately 50% to 

600,000 TEU's. 

Other speakers included Sharon Mark, Ag. GM/CEO who 

welcomed guests and Trudy Gill-Conlon, Ag. CEO PPOS 

who gave an overview of operations and the benefits of 

 

 

 

 

the new storage area extension.  Kathleen Maxwell, 

CEO - POSINCO, moved the vote of thanks and took the 

opportunity to thank former CEO consultant Wieger 

Koornstra and other Portia consultants under whom the 

project was started. At the end of the formalities, the 

Minister was invited to cut the ribbon to officially 

declare the new storage extension open. 

 

 Ag. GM/CEO, Sharon Mark, welcomes the guests 

 

Minister Cadiz converses with the Comptroller of Customs, Fitzroy 
John 

Major stakeholders attended the event including: the 

Comptroller of Customs, Fitzroy John; Head of MSC, 

Phillip Navarro; and President of DOMA, Gregory 

Aboud.  



 

 

 

 

CEO POSINCO, Kathleen Maxwell, has a word with President of 
DOMA, Gregory Aboud 

 

From left - President of DOMA, Gregory Aboud; Charles Lazzari, 
Marine Pilot, and Phillip Navarro of MSC have a discussion  

 

Patricia Persad MC for the event, Ag. GM/CEO  Sharon Mark and 

Minister Cadiz 

 

Other attendees included stakeholders from the 

shipping lines, Maritime Division, Marine Pilots, 

consultants on the project, Board members, managers 

and employees who worked on the extension. 

 

COMING SOON: ON-LINE FERRY TICKETS 

 

          The T&T Express, one of the two inter-island fast ferries  

Customers can look forward to purchasing ferry tickets 

on-line using their credit cards in the near future. It is an 

initiative geared towards improving customer service at 

the ferry terminals in Port of Spain and Scarborough.  

From the comfort of home, customers will be able to 

purchase tickets - including passenger as well as vehicle 

tickets – instead of standing in line. 

The proposed start-up date for on-line sales is January 

2014.  

 

2013/2014 CRUISE SHIP SEASON BEGINS 

On October 11th, the ‘Silver Explorer' docked at Port of 

Spain, heralding the start of the 2013/2014 cruise 

season.  Twelve vessels are scheduled to visit Port of 

Spain this season bringing over 14,000 passengers. The 

last vessel, 'MSC Divina' is scheduled to arrive in Port of 

Spain on May 31st 2014 at 8:00am with a passenger 

capacity of 4,000. It will be the largest vessel to grace 

our shores for the season. (cont’d) 
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A cruise ship at Port of Spain harbour 

The months of December 2013 and February 2014 are 

scheduled to be the busiest with four arrivals expected 

in December and three in February.  

 

PR Manager Awarded Master of Marketing 
Degree - #WithDistinction 

 

                          PR Manager, Betty Ann Gibbons 

The degree in Master of Marketing was awarded to 

Betty Ann Gibbons, Public Relations Manager of the 

Port Authority, on October 2nd 2013 by the University of 

the West Indies (UWI).  Betty Ann completed her 

programme at the Arthur Lok Jack Graduate School of 

Business, the graduate business school of UWI.   

She attained a grade A for the entire two-year 

programme (a total of 14 courses), as well as a grade A 

for her practicum project which was completed over a 

six month period.  As a result, she was awarded her 

Master’s Degree with distinction. A Master’s student 

must achieve a grade A in the programme’s courses as 

well as an A in the practicum in order to graduate with 

distinction. 

Her 141-page practicum project was an intervention 

plan, to begin a turnaround of a specific organization 

towards a path of increased productivity and efficiency, 

increased marketability and profitability.  The three 

areas of focus were: the leadership and leadership 

model, the organizational culture, and productivity and 

efficiency factors. 

Betty Ann was also the Vice-President of her class and 

the Team Leader of her group for the duration of the 

programme.  She hopes to use her increased knowledge 

and capabilities to benefit the organization. 

 

Fond Farewell to Casilda Joseph 

 

Sharon Mark, Ag GM/CEO and Casilda Joseph at the farewell 

At an informal function on October 11th, employees of 

the Cargo Accounts Office bade farewell to their 

Supervisor and one of the department’s longest serving 

employees - Casilda Joseph.  Cas, as she is fondly 

referred to, joined the Port Authority in 1972 as a Junior 

Clerical Officer in the Cargo Accounts Office where she 

worked for 41 years, retiring in the position of 

Supervisor.   The Ag. GM/CEO was present to wish Cas a 

fond farewell.  Her staff members presented her with a  
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Kindle as a parting gift, and organized a wonderful 

dinner for the after-work farewell. 

 

Jennifer Charles presents the Kindle to Casilda 

 

 

Ricardo Gonzales, Manager Container Operations, gives some 
background about Casilda 

Her effervescent spirit was evident in her participation 

in outdoor events, sports, poetry and drama. As an 

executive member of the Port Authority Club, her 

contribution was valuable in organizing events and 

mustering support for the club. Employees also looked 

forward to her written commentaries at the end of 

every cricket match, which was circulated via the 

intranet. She delivered these updates with a unique and 

exciting style. 

A heartfelt ‘thank you’ is extended for her contribution 

to the Port Authority both at work and at play. 

 

FAREWELL TO RETIREES OF 2012 

Representatives of the Board, Management and staff 

got together on Saturday 28th September 2013 for an 

official farewell – themed “We’ve only just begun’-  for 

49 employees who retired in 2012. Of the 49 retirees, 

18 of them contributed over 40 years’ service each and 

21 retirees worked for over 30 years each.  

 

Keith Baird receives his plaque for 47 years’ service from Ag. HR 
Manager, Vernessia Moise and Sharon Mark Ag. GM/CEO 

 

 

Keith Oliver who dedicated 49 years to the Port, collected his 
plaque after the event 
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Two employees received special honour - Keith Oliver of 

the Port of Port of Spain, who devoted 49 years to the 

Authority, and Keith Baird of the Port of Scarborough 

with 47 years of service.  They were each presented 

with a plaque in appreciation of a lifetime of service.  All 

retirees received a certificate of appreciation, a photo 

memento of the occasion and a cheque as a token of 

gratitude from the Port. 

 

Some of the retirees and their guests enjoying the programme 

Lisa Nicholls of the Finance Department opened the 

programme with a rendition of the National Anthem on 

the pan. Pearl Narcis of the Public Relations Office led 

the prayer, followed by the Ag. GM/CEO’s welcome and 

expression of gratitude to the retirees for their 

cumulative service of 1662 years.  

 

PR Manager, Betty Ann Gibbons, toasts the retirees 

The toast to the retirees was raised by the Public 

Relations Manager, Betty Ann Gibbons., who was also 

MC for the evening.  After a sumptuous dinner, retirees 

reminisced about their experiences and former work life 

at the Port. 

 

CEO TTIT Leon Grant presents a certificate to Brenda Reid 

 

Commissioner Nirmala Harrylal presents to Michael Durham 

The entertainment for the evening was provided by in-

house talent such as vocalist Rashida Vitalis - and 

dancers Kizy Babb, Joel McMillan, Candice Gomez and 

Jean Marc McIntosh of Footloose Productions.  

Footloose Productions dancers entertain guests 
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Rashida Vitalis serenades the guests 

Vernessia Moise, Ag. Executive Manager, Human 

Resources, moved the vote of thanks, while members of 

Footloose Productions closed the programme with a 

dance number that got the attendees participating on 

the dance floor. 

 

**INVITATION TO DIVALI CELEBRATION** 

 

Participants in last year’s Divali celebration 

The Port’s annual Divali celebration will take place on 

Wednesday 30th October in the inner courtyard of the 

Administration Building, from 12 noon to 1:00pm. 

The programme will incorporate a Hindu invocation, 

bhajans, classical East Indian dance and songs by 

members of the Orange Valley Mandir and the 2009 

Mastana Bahar winner, Arkash Carl.  Parbatie Babwah, 

Executive Member of the Maha Sabha, will deliver a 

Divali message and Port employee, Chandra Rampersad, 

will open the proceedings with a prayer. 

Once more, all employees and tenants are invited to 

participate in the East Indian wear fashion competition, 

for cash prizes.  Both male and female winners will 

receive $1000, and the second placed winners will 

receive $600 each.  And of course refreshments and 

East Indian delicacies will be provided for attendees. 

All employees and tenants are invited to come out and 

enjoy the event as we join our Hindu colleagues in 

celebrating the Festival of Light, which embodies the 

universal religious theme of the triumph of good over 

evil and light over darkness. 

We look forward to your presence and participation. 

 

            +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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