
 

 

  

 

 

DECEMBER 2014 

PACECO STS002 UPGRADE COMPLETED 

 

Making final checks on the panels 

The upgrade to Paceco STS002 crane was 

completed on November 25th, within the scheduled 

timeframe.  The team of highly skilled technicians 

completed performance tests on the trolley, 

boom, hoist and gantry functions on Monday 24th 

November. A week-long training of technicians was 

also completed in November. 

David King, Engineer, along with operators took the 
crane through endurance testing and the final 
tuning and adjustments were undertaken during 
this phase. 

Although some challenges were experienced during 
the upgrade, the Equipment Manager, Robert 
Ramsubhag, assured that he was confident that the 
crane would be efficient in all its operations. 
Reports thus far are that the PACECO STS002 has a 
superior performance and safety record. 

The following persons comprised the team that 
contributed to the success of this initiative, with 
everyone putting forward their best efforts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Darren Shareef              - Electrical  

Engineer 

  Sheldon Smith               - Electrical       

Engineer 

 Shazad Ali                     - Electrical 

Technician 

 Shazard Khan               - Electrical 

Technician   

 Akino Edwards             - Electrician 

 Clifford Mohammed    - Electrician 

 Akash Roop                   - Mechanic 

 Hector Correa              - Nidec –  Avtron 

 

CANADIAN CONTINGENCY PLANNING ASSISTANCE 

TEAM MEETS WITH PATT  

                     

Canadian team met with PATT managers 

On Saturday 6th December, the port welcomed a 

Canadian team to meet with managers and to view the 

facilities.  The purpose of the meeting was to have PATT 

partner, if required, with their Contingency Planning 

Assistance Team. 

The High Commission of Canada in Port of Spain hosted 

this Contingency Planning Assistance Team (CPAT) from 

Ottawa. The team is a joint Department of Foreign 



 

 

Affairs Trade and Development (DFATD) and 

Department of National Defence (DND) team.  It 

provides planning assistance to embassies and high 

commissions of Canada to refine and verify existing 

contingency plans and to develop military options to 

support a potential request for DND assistance.  CPATs 

also visit regional locations, such as Trinidad and 

Tobago, that could serve as suitable safe havens for 

Canadian evacuees and/or suitable Forward Mounting 

Base (FMBs) for Department of National Defence 

operations.  This secondary objective was the main 

focus of the team visiting Trinidad.  The team is 

currently touring the South American and Caribbean 

regions. 

 

Having a look at the berth facilities 

Representing PATT were: Balkaran Maharaj- Manager 

Cruise Shipping, Wesker Williams - Ag. Head of Security, 

Ricardo Gonzales - Operations Manager, Hashim 

Mohammed - HSE Officer,  Betty Ann Gibbons – PR 

Manager, Ricky Seepersad – Ag. Manager Harbour 

Control), and Chankar Mahabir – Asst. Berthing Officer. 

 

UTT STUDENTS VISIT PPOS 

On the 19th of November the University of Trinidad and 
Tobago Port and Maritime studies students visited our 
port to get a first-hand view of the operations. They 
were also enlightened as port mangers gave 
presentations, allowing them to link their theoretical 
studies to real life examples from hands-on 
professionals. On the panel were Betty Gibbons - Ag. 
Head of Marketing, who led the presentations with the 
branding of the port as “YOUR PORT”.  This was 

followed by Ricardo Gonzales - Operations Manager, 
Robert Ramsubhag - Equipment Manager, Kelvin Harris 
- Technical Advisor to the Ag. GM/CEO.  

The discussions ranged from the branding of the port as 
a “customer obsessed business” emphasizing “superior 
customer service” - to the processes and equipment 
used to achieve targets and measure key performance 
indicators. 

The visit ended with a tour hosted by Darnell Barrett - 
Vessel/Yard Planner (Ag.) .The elated expressions were 
evident on students’ faces as they proceeded onto the 
terminal, to embark on their future career paths 
witnessing the large cranes and trucks in action. It was 
clear that the students left with a greater appreciation 
of the Port of Port of Spain, even expressing that PPOS 
is the preferred port of choice! 

 

2014/2015 CRUISE SHIP SEASON BEGINS 

 

One of the popular cruise ships calling at PPOS 

The cruise ship season began in November 2014 and 
ends March 2015. During this time 14 vessels are 
scheduled to visit our ports with a combined capacity of 
approximately 13,145 passengers.  

The “Saga Sapphire” was the first vessel to dock on our 
majestic shores on November the 13th at 7:00 am, with 
600 passengers on board. The “Ruby Princess” will be 
the largest vessel to call, with a capacity of 3,080 
passengers, and will arrive on February 7th 2015. The 
month of December 2014 will be the busiest with four 
expected arrivals, three of which will be during the 
Christmas week.  Hopefully, passengers will get a taste 
of a true Trini Christmas. 

 


